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SUBJECT: HIT AND RUN INCIDENT INVOLVING SWAZI DIPLOMAT 

1 . ON LABOR DAY A WASHINGTON PEDESTRIAN WAS STRUCK AND 
SERIOUSLY INJURED BY A CAR IDENTIFIED BY WITNESSES AS 
BELONGING TO JOSEPH NKUMBULE, FIRST SECRETARY AT THE 
EMBASSY OF SWAZILAND. ACCORDING TO WITNESSES THE 
DRIVER TOOK ONE LOOK AT THE VICTIM, RAN A RED LIGHT AND 
DISAPPEARED. POLICE OFFICERS WHO TRACED NKUMBULE BY THE 
LICENSE PLATE CALLED THE OPERATIONS CENTER TO REQUEST 
CONFIRMATION OF HIS CLAIM OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. THEY 
WERE INFORMED THAT HE WAS IN FACT A SWAZI DIPLOMAT AND 
DOES ENJOY IMMUNITY. 

2. NKUMBULE APPARENTLY DID NOT INFORM HIS AMBASSADOR. 

AF/S CALLED AMBASSADOR KUNENE EARLY TUESDAY TO WARN THAT 
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THE INCIDENT COULD CAUSE SERIOUS ADVERSE PUBLICITY IN 
LIGHT OF INTENSE RECENT INTEREST IN DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY 
AND THE PASSAGE BY THE HOUSE OF A BILL TO RESTRICT IT. 

KUNENE WAS DUMBFOUNDED, BUT ACCEPTED AF/S SUGGESTION 
THAT HE DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH NKUMBULE, CHECK WHETHER 
THE CAR WAS INSURED AND NKUMBULE PROPERLY LICENSED, AND 
CONSIDER TAKING STEPS TO COUNTER ANY IMPRESSION THAT 
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"DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY" WOULD BE INVOKED TO AVOID FAIR 
COMPENSATION. KUNENE CALLED BACK TO SAY THAT NKUMBULE 
DENIED THE INCIDENT, BUT THAT HE, KUNENE, WAS NOT 
SATISFIED WITH THE DENIAL. (IT MAY BE POSSIBLE THAT 
ANOTHER EMBASSY OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE - POSSIBLY WITHOUT 
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY - WAS DRIVING NKUMBULE'S CAR.) 

3. THE STORY WAS CARRIED ON TELEVISION NEWS SEPTEMBER 
4 (WITHIN MINUTES OF ITS OCCURRENCE). THE CAR WAS 
CLEARLY IDENTIFIED AS HAVING DIPLOMATIC TAGS BUT SWAZILAND 
WAS NOT MENTIONED SPECIFICALLY AS THE LICENSE HAD NOT YET 
BEEN TRACED. WE EXPECT THE STORY TO SURFACE AGAIN WITH 
CONSIDERABLE POTENTIAL FOR ADVERSE PUBLICITY REGARDING 
SWAZILAND AND AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS GENERALLY. IT 
WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE AN IMPACT ON PASSAGE OF THE BILL 
TO RESTRICT DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY, NOW AWAITING SENATE AC- 
TION. DEPARTMENT WILL PUT AMBASSADOR KUNENE IN TOUCH WITH 
PROTOCOL OFFICERS, WHO HAVE HELPED RESOLVE SIMILAR CASES IN 
THE PAST, AND URGE HIM TO CONSIDER EX GRATIA COMPENSATION 
TO THE VICTIM IF THERE IS ANY QUESTION OF LACK OF IN- 
SURANCE. CHRISTOPHER 
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